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Task:  Read the article ‘Prejudice’ and answer the following questions in as much detail as 

possible.  

  

Questions:                   (total 40 marks)  

  

1. Social psychology is the scientific study of how people's thoughts, feelings and 

behaviours are influenced by the actual, imagined or implied presence of others. Social 

psychologists use the intergroup approach.   

 Describe with your own words the intergroup approach.     (2 marks)  

  

2. Kapantai outlines the key assumptions of realistic conflict theory. Read the paragraph 

about the Faulkner et al. (2004) study completed in Canada.   

Can you suggest how the Brexit decision for the UK to leave the European Union may 

lead to prejudice and conflict against minority groups living and working in the UK?   

 Give specific examples to justify your answer.         (6 marks)  

  

3. In the section headed ‘Explaining Trump’s America’, the author cites research by 

Ehrenfreund (2015). Ehrenfreund showed how American President Trump used realistic 

and symbolic threats to American jobs and values respectively to bolster his election 

performance by saying how he would deal with both threats.   

How may these threats be perceived and dealt by the American public if he is unable to 

tackle these issues?   

How may minority groups themselves (e.g. Mexicans, Muslims) react to being labelled  

 or stigmatised in this way?             (4 marks)  

  

4. As described in Box I, the Robbers Cave study (Sherif et al. 1961) is one of the most 

wellknown classic studies of inter-group conflict research.   

Can you suggest how Tajfel’s (1972) classic social identity theory – as described in Box II  

– can explain the inter-group conflict observed by Sherif? Which explanation is more  

 plausible here? Justify your answer.           (6 marks)  

  

5. Social identity theory has been successfully applied to reducing conflicts through 

welldesigned interventions using the following methods: de-categorisation, 

recategorisation, cross-categorisation and integration. Re-read the section on 

‘Interventions’ in the article.   

Can you give your own applied example for each of the four techniques for reducing 

prejudice and discrimination in your school, your home, your parents’ workplace or 

even in the wider society?   

Which of the techniques are most likely to be effective and why? Justify your answer.    

                   (10 marks)  

  

6. According to the author, attempts to reduce prejudice and discrimination have only had 

mixed success in terms of their effectiveness. The main reasons given are the complex 

nature of prejudice itself as a construct and also the need for future research to focus 

on the twin goal of reducing in-group bias and tackling out-group prejudice.  Design an 

intervention aimed at reducing prejudice in your local community (e.g.  

school/ college) showing good awareness and understanding of the key issues involved 

(e.g. contextualise your issue within the theories outlined in the article).   

Are there other/ wider issues that would need to be considered for your intervention 

that are not considered in the article?   

 How might your intervention be evaluated?         (12 marks)  
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